YOU CAN'T JUST 
KISS ANYONE 
YOU ШАТ Sarnin: neve 
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X PA ir was Tre story of = || VERY 9900, AND 
| = А BOY WHO LOVED His |] THE TITLE? 

COUNTRY AND STALIN, | | 
WHO GOES TO SEE 

| STALIN DURING 
| A PARADE, | 


THAT'S THE THRO 
WELL, YOU CAUGHT A GOOD DEAL | | |TINE МЕЧЕ seen Г. 

FOR SOMEONE WHO WASN'T 
PAYING ATTENTION. 


= 4 


T FILMS 
NEVER GET OLD/ 


WHAT HAPPENED TODAY THAT 
| WAS OUT OF THE ORDINARY? 


P 


АнА/ NOW WE 
GETTING TO THE HEART 

# THE MATTER AND 

YOUR TROVBLES/ 


4 = 
| | Because σοι 


| AGATA STARTED 
SCREAMING... 


NATURALLY/ 
AND Wey 00 SHE 


274 SCREAN? 


DURING A FILM ABOUT 


| Becavsel | | COMRADE STALIN? 
TRIED TO | “οὔ; ZB 22,2 
KISS HER, 


| 
Е XI 
iG WHAT WERE | | 
L you THinKine?/ / | 


Do XC) UNDERSTAND 
ΤΗΕ EXTENT OF 
l YOUR MISCONDUCT? 


2 >> - 
FIRST OF ML YOU 


€ SECOND OF ALL, YOU KEPT YOUR FELLOW ` 
STUDENTS FROM SEEING ІТ iN ITS ENTIRETY, | | 
AND NOT JUST YOUR CLASSMATES, | 

BUT THE ENTIRE SCHOOL/ 4 


O > 


$ 5, 
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WHO'S A GOOD FRIEND OF | ES 
CONRADE VKTORIS? 2 
; 


ТСомало Κοναλο, you Two | 
ALWAYS WALK HOME FROM | 
SCHOOL TOGETHER. 
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| | Soverives we | 


| ду товетнва М 


Метел еен) (What ко а 
| оте. STORIES. I-V) оғ 570869 | 
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r THEYRE BOOKS тн 
YOURE NOT MAKING DRAWINGS iN THEM, 
ANY SENSE, EXPLAIN á 
YOURSELF, CONRADE/ 


THEYRE iN A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE WE CAN'T 
READ. SO WE IMAGINE 
WHAT THE PEOPLE 
ARE SAYING, 


OTR'S NOT 
TALKING ABOUT? 
ANYONE? 


_ cust wos | 
iT Pi 


HOW iS YOUR SISTER? 
WHAT'S HER МАМЕ AGAIN? 


IT’S SLIPPED МУ MM, 
кы. к ) 


D Е š \ 
( DON'T you miss @ UNLESS IV MiSTAKEN | 
| YOUR FATHER? | | TUCIA NEVER KNEW Нм, 
| = | 


~ 


ΑΝ ORDINARY МАМ. 
А FRIEND OF 
VKTCR'S FATHER, 


mo YOU SEEN THESE BOOKS 
OF VIKTOR'S? WHERE DID HE 
GET THEN? WHO GAVE 


THIS ORDINARY MAN, 


DID HE GNE ANYTHING 
TO VIKTOR'S FATHER? 


AND 95 
VKTOR'S 
FATHER GNE. 
ИМ ANYTHING? 
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COMRADE Комадо/ | 
FORBID YOU TO RAISE 
YOUR VOICE 


YOURE LOOKING FOR 
TROUBLE, COMRADE/ 


|: Wey CAN'T WE READ 
THIS BOOK HERE? DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT НЕ WROTE iN iT? 


WE CAN THINK 


WHATEVER WE WANT, 
BUT WE CAN'T SAY iT. 
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МЕ KNOW HE'S \ / 
DON'T YOU LIE ABOUT THAT, 
IT'S NO SECRET. WRITING ISN'T 
FORBIDDEN, YOU KNOW. 


ე — w = 


a 
( Loo, ссмалоғ \ | BUT TOMORROW, iN RETURN, YOU WILL BRING NE SONE ОР В 
VIKTOR, WERE GOING YOUR FATHER’S WRITING. WE'LL GIVE IT BACK TO НМ LATER. | 


TO FORGET This 
| woe TANG. 


FaN 


| ILOVE POETRY, 
YOV KNOW/ 


[ I'D LIKE TO READ АТ 
LEAST ONE OF His POEMS... 


f EE мат тая თვს >» y שו‎ 1 LL I. 2 = 

3 | | 

| CANT STEAL | YOURE RIGHT. THAT | 
= JUST ISNT DONE, 

f | 

5 How Sky of M6/ | 
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BUT THEN 
WERE GOING 
TO HAVE TO TELL 
YOUR PARENTS ABOUT 
YOUR NEGATIVE 
BEHAVIOR, AND... 


OBTAIN A POEM 
THROUGH OUR OWN 
CHANNELS, BUT усу 

KNOW EXACTLY 

WHERE THEY АДЕ. 


THE POEMS YOUR 
FATHER GAVE A FRIEND 
TO PUBLISH ABROAD? 


VIKTOR, WHAT 
YOUR FATHER 
WRITES iS 
PROPAGANDA | 


ΤΗΕ SANE FRIEND 
WHO GES YOU BOOKS 
WITH PICTURES IN THEM, RIGHT? 


WE ARE HERE TO iNSTILL 
СМС VIRTUE iN YOU/ 


ете ა 
WHAT SACRIFICE/ (етм 96 | | 
ΑΝ EXANPLE/ | 
< — 4 
| 
| 


საღამოა а: 
| LOOK AT THE Boy WHO | 
LOVED HiS COUNTRY MORE и 
| THAN HS OWN MOTHER AND 
SPENT THEIR LAST PENNY 
Το BUY A TICKET TO 
SEE STALIN AT THE 
Moscow PARADE/ 


YOU DON'T WANT THE MILITIA TO PAY 
YOUR FATHER А VISIT AND START RIFLING THROUGH THE | 

HOUSE JUST TO FiND A POEM ABOUT. ] 
WHAT WAS iT AGAIN? ) 
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тє у XVII | | 

0 ЕМ yy Sa სალი | 
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SC | CAN TAKE À LOOK АТ WHAT YOUR. 
PARENTS ARE LETTING YOU READ. 


ή 


| AND BRING iN THAT PICTURE BOOK ТОО, 


| PARENTS 
THESE DAYS, 
| | TEL you. 


I 
Youb BETTER KEEP AN 
THOUGHTS... AND THEYRE 


GROWING FAST. Р | 
БЕ 288 À 
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ARENT РОТА AND 
KONRAD COMING OVER 
45 AFTERNOO! 


החד | 


š = ott 


IT WAS A FILM WE'D SEEN 
BEFORE. A BOY WHO LOVED 
STALIN SO MUCH... 


SAVINGS TO 
GO SEE MM 


in Moscow. 


EVEN THEY CAN'T 


WHO STILL BELIEVES | 
iN STALIN? 


WHAT THEY DIDN'T SHOW, 
ІМ SURE— AND THIS iS THE IMPORTANT 
1 PART 一 WAS THE MOTHER FINDING OUT 
HER. SON HAD BETRAYED HER 
AND RUN AWAY. 


YOURE KIDDING! 
WHOSE DREAN is iT 


THE %V 


II 
u 
₪ = тетү 
DREAM. 


THEY CONTROL THE 
BLACKOUTS/ THEY 
WOULDN'T RUIN AN 

INDOCTRINATION 

SESSION/ 


\ Της COUNTRY is ONE 
ai GIANT EAR AND WERE 
AL, FALLING INTO iT/ 


EDWARD/ DON'T GET CARRIED 
AWAY, THE WALLS HAVE EARS/ 


50 THEY TURNED THE LIGHTS ON, 
AND | WOUND UP АТ 
THE PRINCIPAL'S, 


ALL FOR 
| Kissing AGATA?/ 


| HAVE ТО WRITE 
А POEM... 


|| WORLD is-we UNE. | 
| МА WORLD oF 


„ABOUT HOW | LOVE 
му COUNTRY. 7 
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THE COUNTRY'S HAVING A TOUGH TIME 
RECOVERING FROM THE WAR. EVERYTHING | 
NEEDS REBUILDING, THE PEOPLE HAVE 
NOTHING, AND NO ONE CARES, AND HERE 
THEY THINK THE PROBLEM iS ALITTLE Boy | 
TRYING TO Kiss A LITTLE GRL. | 


WHAT CONSEQUENCES 
ІТ COULD BRING. 


еше) || 


BUT YOURE NOT WRITING 


| ტარი BAD, RIGHT? 


VIKTOR, YOU DIDN'T 57. | 
THE BEANS, DID YOU? 4 


₪ 


AND HERE, THE TRUTH iS 
EVERYTHING YOU SHOULDN'T: 
SAY OR WRITE... MAYBE 
SOMETIMES ГО BE BETTER 
OFF NOT KNOWING. 


F 
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So THEYRE 
LYING TO US, 


BUT WERE Lying TO 
THEM TOO, OTHERWISE, 
THERE'D ВЕ NOTHING | 
LEFT OF US, 


IT'S THE ONLY WAY 
ТО SAVE OUR SKINS, 


2057 ONE THING: NEVER LIE TO US, 
AND ABOVE ALL, NEVER TO YOURSELF. 
BECAUSE THEN YOULL BE LOST. 
RENENBER THAT, VIKTOR. 


BUT RIGHT HERE, 
RIGHT NOW, WE HAVE 
NO OTHER CHOICE, 


НОМ WAS SCHOOL. 
TODAY? DID you co 
SEE A FILM? 
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MANAGE FETCHING WATER ANYMORE, 


| KICKED МУ SON OUT FOR. 

HS COMMUNIST BELIEFS, 
THEY KILLED HS FATHER, AND 
HE DEFENDS THEM HE'S DEAD 
TO NE NOW. WORSE YET, 75 

UKE HE NEVER ENSTED/ 


YOURE SUCH 
А BRAVE WOMAN, 
JADZIA, | ADMIRE 
you. YOU'VE HAD 
ІТ Rover. 


РИ. HELP you AS MUCH AS | CAN, 
UNTI YOUR ROMAN CONES BACK, 
UNTIL THEY LET НМ GO. 


HE'S A STURDY SORT, 
НЕЦ. MAKE ІТ. HE KNOWS 
YOURE WAITING FOR НМ. 


| 7 
| 
1 
How Do you @ > L 
KNOW MM? | Ler's א‎ | 
| Aewe 42-7 / 
ს 


KNOWS HiN/ 
% VOWS нм) 


BUT FOR JUST 
А MOMENT LONGER, 
| CAN ALLOW MYSELF ТО 
BELIEVE THAT Tris 5 
А DEPARTURE OF МУ 
OWN CHOOSING. THEY 
Wit. FIND CUT WHO 
| REALLY AM. THAT 


“THE NEWS Will 
SPREAD QUICKLY, AS 
iT ALWAYS DOES iN 


| SMALL TOWNS. | WILL 


HANE TO LEAVE THis | 
PLACE, WHERE | WiL 


| SOON BE FORBIDDEN 


FROM STAYING...” 


SNO, IT Will JUST 
BE UNACCEPTABLE,” 


SAN | LOVE THE 
SUMNER RAINS” 


YOURE READING NORE 
FLUENTLY, YOUR HOMEWORK 


JUST WHAT ARE 
YOU HIDING, Ex? GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, A 
аф SENTIMENTAL EDUCATION. 


INE LOCKED 
THE DOOR. 


| LOVE SUMMER 
RAINS ТОО. 


| DON'T FEEL LIKE 
PLAYING ANYMORE. 
PLUS, 175 COLD. 


THAT'S NONE OF 
YOUR BUSINESS, 


BUT OTHERWISE THE 
TEACHER WOULDNE 

CONE TO OR HOUSE 
OR SENT THE МЫШТА. 


[DONT TALK YOURE 
BETTER OFF NOT SAYING 
ANYTHING THAN SAYING 
Т TOO MUCH. IF YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHEN TO STOP, 
JUST KEEP Quer. 


| UST HOPE 75 
NOT TOO LATE... 


THE TEACHER 
WAS JUST TRYING 
Το SCARE YOU. AND 
SHE SUCCEEDED. 


KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS 
OPEN, BUT DONT SAY A WORD/ 
RENENSER THAT, BOTH OF yoU/ 


THAT'S NOT HOW YOU 
TREAT A FRIEND. 


AS LONG AS 175 
А SIMPLE POEM... 


WHAT'S A SIMPLE POEM, ANYWAY? 
|5 SPRINSTINE SIMPLE? HAS HE WRITTEN 
ABOUT THAT ALREADY? 


NO SPRINGTIME HERE, 
COMRADES/ IT'S WINTER ALL 
THE WAY AND THAT'S HOW 
WELL STAY, DON'T YOU WORRY/ 


HAVE TIME TO SAY 
GOODBYE? 


ONE NIGHT, PAPA HAD TO LEAVE CM AN 
URGENT MISSION— VERY SPECIAL, AND VERY 
SECRET ТОО. NOT EVEN WE COULD Know 

ALL THE DETAILS, BUT PAPA TOLD МЕ 

ABOUT iT AND ASKED МЕ NOT TO TELL 

ANYONE ELSE EXCEPT YOU. 


NOT EVEN 
MAMA KNOWS. 


PAPA'S FIGHTING THE RED BEARS 

TRYING TO INVADE OUR COASTS 

AND ATTACK CUR. WHITE BEARS, 
PAPA iS A WHITE BEAR, 


BUT RED BEARS, THAT'S NOT THEIR. 
NATURAL COLOR, YOU Know. IT CONES 
FROM THE BLOOD OF WriTE BEARS, 


BUT THAT'S A STORY FOR 
GROWN-VPS, NOT CHILDREN, LL TELL 
YOU WHEN YOURE OLD ENOUGH 
TO HEAR iT. OR PAPA Will, 
WHEN HE CONES BACK. 


WHAT'S GOTTEN 
INTO усу TODAY, 
Заек? 


You STARTED 


YOURE ASKiNG TOO 
MANY QUESTIONS, AND 
NOT THE RIGHT ONES. 


50 THE APARTNENT'S SMALL 
AND WE DON'T HAVE RUNNING: 
WATER, BUT WHO DOES? 
DON'T TRY AND CHANGE 
HOW YOU THINK, YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENS TO PEOPLE 
WHO THINK DIFFERENTLY. 
SUST TAKE WHAT CONES, 


No, IM JUST 
LING му LIFE, 


YOURE GETTING 
MORE AND MORE 
AGITATED ALL 

THE 


| PEOPLE ALWAYS THINK 
| POETRY HAS NOTHING TO DO 
| WITH LIFE... THAT IT'S JUST 


| REFUSE TO МАКЕ 
CONCESSIONS, YOU мет 
BUT THROUGH THOSE ONE YOURSELF WHOLLY 
ABSTRACT IMAGES, iT ONER TO WHATEVER 
CONVEYS ALL SORTS yo) 90. 
OF THINGS/ IT'S А WAY 
OF LEARNING ABOUT А 
COUNTRY, A CULTURE, Al 
DICTATORSHP.. 


DOING THINGS HALFWAY THEY FLL ΝΕ МТА 


PETTY TRAITORS, TRAITORS OF 


iS LNNG BY HALFNEASIRES, NEAR SHANE, IL. NEVER 
ITS CHEATING YOURSELF. τ WORST TRAITORS OF Al! ΤΟ, 


LL ВЕ COLD 
WITHOUT His 
СОАТ/ 


WHAT 00 6 
EVER DO TO 
THEN? 


YOURE YOUNG, 
BE CAREFUL, 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING OUT 
AT THiS HOUR, 

ANYWAY?/ 


READING LESSONS | HAVE А 408 
THS LATE АТ | IN THE DAYTIME. 


À WOMAN 
YOUR AGE, 
NO МАМ, NO KIDS... 


YOURE NOT SUCH 
А BAD LOCKER. P 
So way ARE 
YOU ALONE? 


SHE'S NEVER. 
HAD A REAL 
MAN BEFORE, 


How ABOUT 
À Kiss? 


WERE THE HELP, 
LUCKY you, WERE 
ALREADY HERE/ SHH/ 


were ARE you | 
OFF TO, LITTLE 
COMRADE? 


YOUVE CONE TO THE Wey, you 


RIGHT PLACE, OUR JOB WOULDN'T BE THE 


iS TO CATCH RUNAWAYS, WRITER'S SON? 


Is Tris ABOUT 
YOUR HOMEWORK? 


Go TO BED NOW. 
МЕЧ. Discuss 
THs LATER, 


He's „st 
А CHILD. 
You MUSTN'T 
BLANE Нм. 


HE MUST THINK 
FOR HIMSELF. 


BECAUSE OF WHO | AM, 
WHAT | AM, HE HAS 
TO GROW UP FAST, 
BECOME AN ADULT, 


Νικ WARM, | 
SiT DOWN. 


| JUST WROTE YOU A POEM, FOR YOUR 
HOMEWORK, COPY ΙΤ DOWN, OR IT'LL LOOK 
SUSPICIOUS IN ΜΥ HANDWRITING. 


DUE TO EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, 
THERE WiLL ВЕ NO CLASS TODAY, WERE 
WAITING FOR А NEW TEACHER, COMRADE 

| MARIA WON'T BE COMING BACK. 


| ny beloved Jand, κο malton шім. | 


HM. THANK YOU, VIKTOR. 
YOU МАУ HAVE iT BACK. 


WERE THROUGH HERE, 


SONE OTHER TINE. 
AS YOU CAN SEE, 
ІМ QUITE Busy, 
< Gocoaye/ 
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| YOU LOOK ке 
| SOMEONE JUST DIED. 


5965 NOT 


| THE FIRST TO VANISH 
SO SUDDENLY, | 


У | 


НЕ SHOULD BE THE ONE 


גי 


Е 
4 


\ fr ₪ 
- EA. 
|| WORRY. 


DO νου THINK ТҮУ, 
NEVER SEE EACH 
OTHER AGAIN? 


IT's PROBABLY 
NOT EVEN WHAT 
THE BOOK'S ABOUT. 


A > You can sorrow iT | 4 


IF YOU WANT, AGATA, 


You ALWAYS 
ASK THE WEIRD 
QUESTIONS, 


SO.. YOU GOT THAT THERE 
ARE TWO CHARACTERS, THER NAMES 
ARE BARNABY 
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What are 
talking 
about? 


you 


Eureka! 
I know where it 
might be. Pack your 
bags. We're off! 


Туе been 


telling you 
about this 
for years! 


επι 
The treasure? 
What treasure? 


What treasure? 
We'11 find out when 
we get there! You 
always want to 
know everything up 
front. We have to 
go looking for it! 


bought us tickets‏ די 


for South America. 
We leave tonight. 


Don't you 
want to 
be rich? 


y you want to 
live large?, 


What's the 
food like 
down there, 
anyway? Are 
the beds 


America's not 
civilized. I'm 
staying put. 


stay here, 
Theophilus. 
You're a 


all the treasure 
for myself. You'll 
be jealous! E 


Shove off. You'll 
never change. 
Always chasing 
after rainbows! 


DO YOU THINK THE TWO 
Е THEM ARE TALKING ABOUT? 


HE DIDN'T LEAVE BECAUSE 
HE WANTED TO, BUT 
BECAUSE НЕ HAD TO/ , 


x 


STANISLAW, | 
| HAVE TO TALK TO | 
YOV. ITS A MATTER 
OF Uf AND DEATH, | 


YOU'VE GONE 
PALE. WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


Sa! NOT 50 Lov/ 
NO ONE CAN KNOW 
IM HERE, | MiGHT ФЕТ 
iN TROUBLE, 


My ure's 
IN DANGER, 
| DISCOVERED 
SONETHING. 
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[leave то тец you. | — 


| OWE you THAT MUCH 
= = 


ят 


THEY'LL FIND OUT 
EVERYTHING, MORE 
THAN EVERYTHING, 
Even! YOU KNOW 
HOW THEY ARE, 


| элче 
| HAE Το GET 
OUT OF HERE, | 


WE HAVE TO GET 
IT FAR AWAY FROM 
HERE, | MANAGED TO 
GET TICKETS, 


RIGHT PERSON TO 
₪ PROTECT Т. 


1 


[ | MIGHT МОТ BE THE 


YOURE THE 
ONLY PERSON 


რ DON'T THINK | COULD 


BEAR ΤΗΕ TRUTH. 
| COULD NEVER LINE 
SONEWHERE ELSE, 


FORGIVE NE, 


| DON'T WANT TO FORCE you, BUT YOU 
KNOW HOW LIFE HERE iS: WE'RE ALWAYS 
iN DANGER. IT MIGHT LOOK QUIET, BUT 
DEEP DOWN, IT'S TEEMING WITH MALICE. 
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THAT 
WAS VERY 
INTERESTING, 


HAVE YOU TRIED 
TO ΙΝΑΘΙ МАТ 


WHAT WILL 
STANSLAW'S LIFE 
BE LIKE AFTER HS 
FRIEND LEAVES? 


HE DOESN'T KNOW 
THE TRUTH, SO His 
LIFE |5 EASY. 


p 


BUT NOW HE KNOWS 
iT EXISTS... HE KNOWS 
SOMEONE WHO KNOWS if. 


AND WHAT Е 


So tE + THEY FIND MM? 
END. 
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DISAPPEARING, Ben 
ας OUT of siert, 
QUT OF MM, 


DIFFERENCE, 


WHAT "TRUTH" WERE 
YOU THINKING OF? 


OF COURSE it's NOT 
TRUE. NO ONE'S EVER 
REALLY OUT OF MM, 


IN WINTER? 


THAT 
CHEESECAKE 
is DELICIOUS? 


Yao : DA NT ₪ 
Í WE WERE THINKING f Bur UNDEASTAMONG | | 
OF BIGGER ONES. | leveryrring is Dangerous, | 
[ AND WE DON'T DARE ASK 
BECAUSE ASKING iS 
WANTING TO KNOW 
AND THAT'S SUSPICIOUS, 


So 96 THAT if WE 
KNEW iT, ΙΤ HELP 
US UNDERSTAND 

EVERYTHING. 


THE AUTHORITIES 
DON'T LIKE PEOPLE 
WHO THINK OR 
ARE CURIOUS. 


| SO if YOU WANT TO SURVIVE, 
| ი DONT CARE THAT ШЫ 


CARE iF CHEESECAKE 
TASTES 8000. 


> [Γγου DONT CARE 


ABOUT YOUR 
ЕЕ ες 


— 


THAT'S WAY you 
SHOULD ENJOY THE LITTLE 
TRUTHS. TRUTHS YOU САМ 
WRAP YOUR HEAD AROUND. 


FOR NOW, 
CHERISH YOUR CHILDLIKE 
STUFF TO THE GROWN-UPS, ТО We წიტელი 

M M 0 
IT DOESN'T MATTER х А 


AND LEAVE THE GROWN-UP 


HOW THEY HANDLE |Т. 
HOW WE HANDLE iT. 
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LIFE 15 MORE OUTLANDISH THAN 

BOOKS, AT ANY RATE, NOW νου 
KNOW WHAT THAT CONIC'S ABOUT, | 
4 


= 


(iwarefon | (ате eves | 
Do | LOOK Like | | MY FREEDOM, | | ME FREEDOM. 


BOOKS, YOU WRITE, 
YOU'RE NOT LIKE 
EVERYONE ELSE. 


CREATING iS My ESCAPE, IF | 

WANT SOMETHING, ALL | HAVE 

TO DO is IMAGINE |7. IM FREE 
TO THINK AS | LIKE. 


EVERYONE'S 
FREE TO THINK, 


тов 
Bur waiting... | 
is DIFFERENT. | 
THAT'S A ЭТ 


BUT IT'S My LIFE, | 

I's AL | KNOW | 
HOW то DO. 

| COULDN'T Live 

ANY OTHER WAY. 
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| TRY To 

BE HONEST 

WITH MYSELF 
iN WHAT 

| WATE. 


| DON'T KNOW HOW iT 
LOOKS TO OTHERS: BIE OR 
SMALL. | JUST TRY NOT TO 
LOSE iT. THAT'S ALL. 


u ce 


| 5ОМЕТІМЕ5 | DON'T WRITE 
TO ESCAPE AT ALL, | LOOK АТ 
WHAT'S GOING ON AROUND МЕ 
AND TRY TO PUT WORDS TO iT. 


My CHARACTERS ARE WHATEVER, 
| WANT THEM ТО ВЕ. SONE ARE 
BRAN.ESS, ЗОМЕТМЕЗ THE TRUTH 
GINES THEM A NUDGE, SONETIVES 
THE OPPOSITE: IT SHRINKS AND 
EVENTUALLY VANISHES. 
Бє EEE 
SONE OF THEM ARE ALWAYS LOOKING THE OTHER WAY. | 
OTHERS ARE ALWAYS LOOKING INTO THE BUSINESS 
OF THEIR NEIGHBORS, = 


YOU START 


[ How 00 
WRITING? 


e 


WHEN | WAS А Boy, 
| COULD SPEND WHOLE: 
HOURS NEXT 
TO PUDDLES. 


MUCH TO My MOTHER'S 


DISMAY, AS YOU 
MiGHT IMAGINE, 


| SAW THE WHOLE 
WORLD REFLECTED iN 
PUDDLES, AND THAT, 
FOR ΝΕ, WAS POETRY. 


& JUST LIKE YOU, AGATA, n 


YOU DONT WRITE POETRY, 
BUT you DRAW. 
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TO WRITE CAME FROM 
ΤΗΕ DESIRE TO OBSERVE 
THE WORLD, THAT'S 
HOW iT STARTED, 


LATER, | CAME TO 
UNDERSTAND THE 
POWER OF WORDS, 


SONE OTHER TINE, 

INE DONE A LOT OF 

TALKING, YOU SHOULD 
GO HOME NOW. 


WOULD you 
READ 5 
SOMETHING 
YOU WROTE? 


ALL THis 15 OUR 
SECRET, ALL 
RIGHT? 


| EVEN DREW 
PICTURES 
FOR iT. 


My втовув 
BOUT BEARS, 
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0 
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ΤΗΕ END 


Many warm thanks to Sandrine for her willingness to participate in 
this Polish adventure. 


M.S. 


Thank you, Marzena, for sharing with me your poetry 
and a part of your country's history. 


Thanks also to your family and your Polish friends for having 
treated me 
like a queen during my mini-stay in Poland. 


Thank you to Anne and everyone at Dupuis 
for the excellent work you've done. 
Thanks to all of those, visible and invisible, who have helped in 
one way or another to make this book become a reality. 


Finally, dedicate this quote from François Fénelon to all of us: 
"It is in not looking to be perfect that we acheive perfection." 


S.R. 
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